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Mission Statement:

Our mission at St. John the Baptist Parish is to prepare people for the coming of
the fullness of God’s Kingdom by sharing the Catholic Faith and its tradition.

Parish Personnel

Fr. Jim Weighner, Pastor ............................715-384-3252 ext. 2
Fr. Daniel Williams, Associate Pastor ..............715-384-3252 ext. 3
Deacon Jeffrey Austin, Permanent Deacon ...............715-676-3186
Sister Rita Adlkofer, Spiritual Counselor ................... 715-384-9929
Mary Gouin, Parish Secretary ..........................715-384-3252 ext. 0
Monica Trussoni, Finance Office ....................715-384-3252 ext. 4
David Alcott, Director of Faith Formation ............715-384-3252 ext. 6
St. John School Office ...................................... 715-384-4989
David Eaton, CCS President ........................................715-387-1177
Mass Times................................................ 715-384-3252 ext. 1

Masses

Weekdays 7 a.m.
Saturdays 8 a.m. / 4: 30 p.m.
Sundays 7 a.m. / 9 a.m. / 11 a.m.

HEARING LOOP INSTALLED
Switch
hearing aid
to T-coil

Sacrament of Marriage

Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.

Sacrament of Baptism

Expectant parents are to participate in the Baptism
preparation program. Contact the parish office for details.

Sacrament of Penance
First & Third Fridays
Saturdays

6:00 p.m.
Following the 8:00 a.m. Mass

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

Those preparing for serious surgery are to contact
the Rectory Office at 715-384-3252.

Parish Membership

Call the Rectory Office at 715-384-3252

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
THE CHAPEL OF LORETTO, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
As we are in the month of November, I will try to offer
some articles on some of our saints and something of their
lives. As we are in the Year of St. Joseph, I will begin with a
story of St. Joseph, and a staircase that has been attributed to
him.
God bless,
Fr. Jim
The Chapel of Loretto is home to an exceptional work of
carpentry. The staircase is well known for being surrounded by
at least two mysteries: the identity of its builder and the physics
of its structure. No one is able to fully understand how the
structure can stand on its feet without any kind of central
support attached to it. There is, maybe, a third mystery, too:
although the staircase is known to be made of spruce wood, no
one has been able to determine either what subspecies of
spruce it is, or even how the wood got to the chapel.
In 1852, by order of the bishop of Santa Fe, Jean Baptiste
Lamy, the Chapel of Our Lady of Light (inspired by the SainteChapelle in Paris) was built. It was placed under the care of the
Sisters of Loretto, who were to arrive from Kentucky to found a
school for girls.
When the chapel was ready, builders were faced with an
unexpected problem: there was no way to climb from the nave
to the choir, on the second floor. It was a sad error in the
design — one that the building’s architect, Antonio Mouly,
could not solve, since he had already passed away. When the
nuns insisted on building a staircase, the builders told them it
would be impossible, and that building a normal, regular ladder
would take too much room. Finally, they advised the nuns to
demolish the choir. Instead, the nuns decided to pray a novena
to St. Joseph, patron saint of carpenters, asking for a solution.
After finishing the novena, according to testimonies that
have passed from generation to generation since the midnineteenth century, a man appeared at the door of the chapel,
saying that he could build a stairway, under one condition: he
be granted total privacy.
The stranger locked himself in the chapel for three months
with a saw, a square and a few other simple tools, and
disappeared as soon as the work was finished, without ever
having asked for any payment for his services.
The staircase, which is around six meters high, takes two
full turns over its axis until it reaches the choir. It was built
without any nails or glue, and lacks any kind of central
support.
The construction itself is said to be
“impossible.” According to some, it should have collapsed the
very first moment someone used it, although it is assumed that
the central spiral staircase is narrow enough to work as a
central support on its own.
In any case, the original staircase was not attached to any
wall until 1887, ten years later, when the railing was added, and
the outer spiral was attached to a nearby pillar.
Tradition claims the mystery of the identity of the
carpenter has never been satisfactorily solved, and there is not
even a delivery report that might help decipher where the wood
came from. During those three months, no one saw
anyone entering or leaving the chapel.
As the carpenter left before the Mother Superior could pay
him, the Sisters of Loretto offered a reward to anyone who
could his make identity known, but no one ever showed up. So,
yes: since then, the crafting of the staircase has been attributed
to St. Joseph himself!
This full article, along with photos of the chapel can be found at
the following website: https://aleteia.org/2016/07/06/thestaircase-st-joseph-built-in-new-mexico/

We welcome these children through the
Living Waters of Baptism
Baptized on November 7, 2021
Isaiah Dennis Prusinski - son of Phil & Dana Prusinski
Sebastian Leo Prusinski son of Jerry & Auriel Prusinski

Welcome to these new members:
Shane & Natalie Coombs family

Our sympathy to the families of:
Rafaelle Alaimo / Rita Knetter
May the Souls of Rafaelle & Rita
and the Souls of all the Faithful Departed,
through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen
Columbus Corner: Be sure to purchase Scrip and support
Columbus Catholic Schools! For details, check with your parish
office or contact our Gift Card Coordinator at 715-387-1177 or
giftcard@columbusdons.org. Substitute teachers are needed for all
grade levels! We have small class sizes and supportive staff. Visit
our website for more information and/or to apply. Do you have a
digital SLR camera that you barely use? Would you consider
donating it to Columbus Catholic Schools? Our multi-media teacher
is looking for a donation of a camera as her class continues to
grow. Please reach out to the Development Office at 715-3872444. OPE! Our lobby monitor at the High/Middle School building
stopped working! Do you have a 50” screen TV (approximately) you
would be willing to donate? Contact our IT Director, Brandon Wolf
with any questions at 715-387-1177. Alpine Holiday will be
November 12-13, 2021! The “24 Days of Christmas” Calendar
Raffle tickets are now for sale! The grand prize will be $10,000
awarded Saturday, November 13th during Alpine Holiday. Then there
are 23 more chances to win prizes! Tickets are $20 each and for
sale at any Weiler’s location or the CCHS main office. We are
looking for bakers to donate to the Alpine Holiday “Dessert
Cart.” Proceeds will benefit the Peru Mission Club.
Marshfield Deanery Catholic Men's Group Week 9. Please join us
Tuesday morning from 6am - 7am in Dillenberg Hall at Our Lady of
Peace for another great That Man is You! session. Dr. Lenny
Delorenzo will help us acquire a taste for Heaven.
Volunteers are needed to make rosaries for the missions. Our
Lady’s Rosary Makers is a national organization providing simple to
make handmade rosaries to missionaries world-wide, who are
requesting rosaries. Please contact Rose at 715-650-7222.
Prayer Shawl Ministry The purpose of our ministry is to offer a
symbol of God’s love and comfort through the gift of a prayer shawl.
We knit or crochet shawls to be given to people in our parish or
community. The shawls are then given, by you, to those in need of
God’s loving embrace. If you know of anyone who could use this gift
of healing, we have a supply of prayer shawls in the Bride’s Room
for you to choose from.
DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL: The Annual Appeal
Letters have been arriving. If you have not received
yours, please call the parish office. Our goal to reach
this year is $134,825. Please consider how you can help
our parish reach that goal together this year. Think of it
as a way to do something beautiful for God. All mailings
get sent directly back to the Diocese in the envelope
they provide. If you do not receive a mailing from the Diocese,
please call the parish office: 715-384-3252.
As the Diocese updates us on our progress we will list those who
have contributed. We now thank, Bernie & Donna Knoeck / Tim &
Kris Herr / Dan & Dorothy Flees / John Gibson / Adam Mauer /
Ralph Lang / Sharon See

Thank you to our
Parishioners for your
continued support
during the Pandemic

Hiller’s

Brian M. Kaiser, Financial Advisor

617 W. Blodgett Street
Marshfield, WI 54449
715-387-6576

715-384-4959

751 S. Central Ave • 715-384-9101

Reigel Plumbing
& Heating
Optometrists
Dr. Elizabeth Sanders
Dr. Charles E. Miller
Insurance Accepted • www.eyecaremarshfield.com

387-6397 • 605 E. 4th St., Marshfield

FURNITURE
113 W. 9th St.
715-384-3166

Hamburgers
Marshfield & WI Rapids
Open Daily at 10:30

715-384-9519

1701 South Galvin Ave • Marshfield, WI 54449
24 hr Service

(715) 387-1242 // Greg & Tami Jackan and Families

MP225089

715-387-8405
1614 E. 4th St., Marshfield, WI 54449

715-676-3400

1602 N. Central Ave. / Marshfield, WI 54449
715.384.3163 / www.houseofheating.com

10898 Hwy. 10 West
Marshfield, WI 54449

Store Hours
M-F: 8am-5pm
Sat: 8am-Noon

Company, InC.
COMPANY,
INC.

715-384-8717
1111 W. Veterans Parkway
Marshfield, WI 54449

Altmann Builders LLC

Weiler’s

Marshfield, WI 54449

“FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS”

Convenience Stores & Car Wash

384-4752

715-387-3411

MARSHFIELD
1010 E Veterans Pkwy
Marshfield, WI 54449
SPENCER
201 S. LaSalle Street
Spencer, WI 54479

“Because Good-Byes Are Important”
(715) 387-1215

John Altmann
(715) 305-9905
Knights of Columbus

Fr. John Eisen Council No. 1799
Grand Knight: Scott Frome
grand.knight1799@gmail.com
Field Agent: Jason Bourget
jason.bourget@kofc.org

Gold Key Realty INC.

715-387-2121
715-743-4421
www.c21goldkey.com
FAITH IS DARING
THE SOUL TO BELIEVE
WHAT THE EYES
CANNOT SEE

PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESSES... Your support is important!
CALL THE RECTORY AT 715-384-3252 TO PLACE AN AD IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN.
PENKER MUSIC STUDIO, LLC

212 East Third Street
Marshfield, WI 54449

Cynthia M. Penker, NCTM

715-305-4711 • 715-387-1692

Piano & Voice Instruction
Church, Funeral, Wedding Music

600 Sycamore Ave, Marsh�eld • 715-389-2354

715-898-1731

414 E. 19th St., Marshfield
Call today for a free tour and consultation.

715-387-6300 • www.hannahcenter.com

715-387-6631
Full Service
Electrical Contractor
“Catholic Radio for
Everyday Life”
93.9 FM

Jeni Schoenherr - Realtor
715-305-6417 • Schoenherrj@firstweber.com

2nd & Central
Marshfield, WI
387-8605
www.mittensfurniture.com
Appliances • TV’s • Furniture

715-384-6580

1201 South Central
Marshfield, WI 54449
www.bullseyesportshop.com

Marshfifieeld Monument

MAURER ROOFING, INC.
Commercial Roofing
3414 S. Cherry St. • P.O. Box 98
Marshfield, WI 54449

715-387-2570

Div. of JBL International
God Bless America

Marshfield & Medford
Locations

Marshfield  Spencer  Stratford
Member FDIC

715-457-2114
HughesService.com
Call today for a tour, 715.305.0409

Our Lady of
Good Counsel
Pray For Us
St. John PCCW

Family Owned Since 1935

715-223-6570
&'(%

Collaborative Construction Management

!#$"&'(
franebodyshop@gmail.com
N11517PlannerFairhavenCFP™
Ave.
President and CEO | Certified Financial
www.franebodyshop.com
Unity, WI 54488
Phone: (715) 384-4005 | www.heritagebankwi.com

What we are is God’s gift to us...
What we become is our gift to God.

435 S. Central Ave.
715-384-5575
Brian Hopperdietzel
Owner

Owner: Lori Mann
8213 Hwy 186 • Arpin, WI 54410

(715) 652-6545

meandmomscateringcafe.com

